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I f  you are looking for  a  book about  

C.S.  Lewis’s at t i tude to  the Bib le ,  one 

which i s  thorough and scho lar ly and 

engages wi th  other  works on the 

subject , [1]  you wi l l  probably be 

disappointed wi th The C.S.  Lewis Book  

on the Bible .   Jacob Schri ftman is  a  

freelance b logger ,  t r ans lator  and  wr ite r  

on Chr is t ian subjects.   His se l f -

pub li shed book i s ,  o f course,  not  a  ‘C.  

S.  Lewis  book’,  much less the C.  S.  

Lewis  book; but  despi te  the odd t i t le  

and  other  distrac t ing amateur ishness  

endemic to  sel f -pub lishing,  i t  i s  

thoughtful  and ser ious,  engaging and 

readab le.   However ,  i t  i s  no t  an 

exegesis  or  cr i t ique o f Lewis’s thought,  

but  ra ther  a  work of  Chr is t ian 

apologetics –  about  the  phi losophical  

possib i l i t ies o f theis t ic  fa i th ,  and the 

place  o f the Bib le  in the  fai th o f a  

Chr is t ian,  wi th  special  reference to  the  

work of C.S.  Lewis .  Schri ftman frankly 

admits tha t  Lewis taught  him most  o f 

what  he kno ws about  Chris t iani ty,  but  

a lso  about  phi losophy,  his tory and  

l i tera ture.   This i s  not  unusua l:  many 

Chr is t ians  o f scholar ly inc l inat ions  

have been inspired in  their  vocat ions  

by Lewis’s  example.   But  th is  i s  not  a  

work of scho larship  o r  for  scho lars.  

The fir s t  par t  o f the book puts  us  in the 

posi t ion o f  the  young C.S.  Lewis  who,  

rather  than bel ieving in the Bib le  and 

subsequently becoming a Christ ian,  

became a Chr is t ian and independently 

made up his  mind about  the Bib le ,  

t rea t ing i t  as a  book on i ts  o wn meri ts .   

Under  the heading ‘Why C.  S.  Lewis 

bel ieved in the Bib le’,  Schr i ftman 

examines  var ious arguments for  the 

Bible’s author i ty,  a l though hal f o f  the 

22 chapters  o f th is  fi rs t  two-thirds o f 

the book actual ly focus on reasons  tha t  

Lewis  did  not  give for  bel ieving in the 

Bible .   He considers cla ims such as 

that  fai th should no t  requi re  evidence,  

that  the Bible  contains a l l  that  we  need 

to  know,  tha t  i t  inevi tab ly changes  

people’s l ives,  tha t  i t  is  confirmed  by 

ful fi l led  prophec ies.  Schr i ftman then 
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out l ines Lewis’s (and other )  object ions 

to  these ‘unwelco me supporter s’.  

In the second group of shor t  chap ters,  

Schr i ftman examines how Le wis came 

to  bel ieve the message  o f the Bible :  by 

not  pre theore t ical ly reject ing the 

miraculous,  by apprec ia t ing –  from his 

spec ia l i st  pos i t ion as a  l i terary cr i t ic  –  

the kinds o f  l i te rature the Bible  

conta ins ,  by working his  way via  

reason to  a  theist ic  pos i t ion consis tent  

wi th  the  Bib le ,  and by consider ing 

his tor ical  tes t imony to  the rel iab il i ty o f  

the Gospels.   Schr i f tman gives weight  

to  Lewis’s par t icular  ins ight  that  

Chr is t iani ty makes expl ici t  and ful fi ls  

what  i s  hinted at  in o ther  rel igious 

tradi t ions.   At the end of this  sect ion,  

Schr i ftman notes  tha t  ‘C.  S.  Lewis’  

argument  so  far  is  suff ic ient  to  make 

someone a  Chr ist ian’ (220) .    

The las t  th ird  o f the book star t s  by 

looking a t  var ious prob lems tha t  Lewis 

recognised wi thin  the  Bible:  the 

cosmology of Genesis ,  the histor ic i ty 

of par ts  o f the Old  Testament,  the 

banal i ty o f  par t s  o f  Proverbs,  the  

dub ious mora li ty o f some of the 

Psalms,  and apparent  discrepancies 

between the Gospels.   This leaves only 

three chap ters in  which the author  

argues tha t  for  Lewis,  the Bible  was  

(and  tha t  for  al l  Chris t ians i t  ought  to  

be)  less important  than God’s  

revelat ion o f himsel f in the Incarna tion 

of Chr ist .   This is  an important  and 

appropria te  conclus ion,  and  in 

retrospec t  we can see that  Schr i ftman 

has carefully argued his way to  i t .   I t  

has no t  been his intention to  provide a  

sys temat ic  account o f what  Lewis 

thought about  the Bible ,  but  to  

replica te  a  thought process by which 

readers could unders tand the force o f 

Lewis’s pos i t ion on the Bible  –  one 

which i s  cr i t ica l ,  f lexible ,  honest  and 

thoroughly fai thful .   

As I  have  said ,  The C.S.  Lewis  Book  i s  

a  work of  Christ ian apologetics ,  not  a  

work of scho lar ship  o r  c r i t ic i sm of  C.S.  

Lewis .   But  i t  c lear ly aspires to  a  

cer tain leve l  o f scho lar ly 

responsib i l i ty,  and experienced readers 

wi l l  be  distrac ted by i t s  many 

idiosyncras ies.   Schr i f tman knows and  

quotes Lewis,  but  none  of the large  

body of cr i t ical  wr i t ing about  Lewis ;  

his  o ther  sources –  when he uses any at  

a l l  –  are  websites and encyclopaedias .   

When he quotes,  his  se lect ion and 

ident i fica t ion o f sources  are  very 

haphazard :  they are odd books he 

happens  to  have read ( such as A.W. 

Pink,  or  Er ich Auerbach – descr ibed on 

p .  150 as a  ‘German l i te ral  h is tor ian’) ,  

or  ta lks  he has heard a t  conferences.   

This lack o f r igour  is  bo ls tered  by 

pointless  detai l :  no one is  helped by 

long l is t s  such as tha t  o f  Old Testament  

Apocrypha (111n.) ,  pseudepigrapha 

(165)  or  the  New Testament apocrypha 

(175n.) .   He i s  very a t tracted  to  his  

own parab les and invented scenar ios 

which are f requently over-elabora ted.   

Schr i ftman frequent ly misuses words 

and  idio ms: he  ta lks about  ‘rubble’ 
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( f ive t imes)  when he means ‘rabble’ 

(52-53) ,  and ‘raided  aga ins t ’  (66)  when 

he means ‘rai led’ ;  and there are  

infel ic i t ies such as ‘ce lebr i t ies furnish 

power’ (76) ,  ‘ the I l iad  i s  to  a  great  

deal  f ic t i t ious’ (86) ,  ‘as  we already 

eluc idated’ (99) ,  ‘Got [God]  i s  behind 

i t ’  (110) ,  ‘does no t  a t  a l l  sub trac t ’  

(155) ,  ‘ they are  insofar  important ’ 

(159) ,  ‘pouring over ’ (164) ,  and ‘Lewis  

has no philosophica l  premonit ions  

about  mirac les’ (247) .   An ed itor  would 

have caught these and many other  such 

oddit ies.   An index would be helpful ,  

and  a  bib l iography would have 

compel led Schr i ftman to  to  use be t ter  

authori t ies  and rel iable  and  ver i f iab le  

sources.    

Never the less ,  th is  would  be a  f ine book 

to  put  into  the hands o f an intel l igent  

young adult  who l ikes  reading,  enjoys 

thinking,  and wants  to  think cr i t ica l ly 

–  and wi th C.S.  Lewis as a  guide –  

about  the Bib le  and the Chr is t ian 

revelat ion.  

Paul  Tankard  

Univers i ty o f  Otago  

Notes 
[1]  For  examp le ,  Mich ael  Chr is t ensen’ s  C.S .  Lewi s  o n  Scr ip ture  (1979) ,  o r  e ssays  b y 
Duncan  Sp rague  (Mars Hi l l  Review ,  May 1995) ,  David  Lyle  Je f f r ey (Chr is t ian i t y  and  
L i te ra ture ,  50 ,  2000) ,  o r  Kevin  J .  Vanhoozer  (Th e Cambridg e Companion  to  C.S .  Lewis ,  
2011) .  


