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Nat ional  Review  columnist  John Derbyshire  wrote in  h is  November  2005 diary about  

C.S.  Lewis’  Chris t ian  apologet ics  that  ‘ [w]hi le they are  comfor t ing and persuasive if  

you are already a Chr is t ian ,  I  doubt any unbel iever  was ever  conver ted  by 

them’.1   Several  readers  wrote  in ,  reminding Derbyshire  of  Joy Davidman/Gresham 

( later  Lewis’  wife) ,  Sheldon Vanauken,  and Chuck Colson.   With  the publ icat ion of  

th is  volume,  doubts  on th is  score need never  ar ise  again.  

Mere Chris t ians  i s  a  col lect ion of  f i f ty-f ive accounts  of  the inf luence Lewis has had 

on the re l igious l ives  of  diverse Chris t ians,  some famous,  some not .   The accounts  

are  generally  shor t  and in tensely biographical .   A few of  them have appeared 

e lsewhere  ( including Joy Davidman’s) ,  but  most  are or iginal  contr ibut ions .   Many 

contr ibutors  were  renewed in  their  f lagging Chris t iani ty by reading Lewis,  many 

were atheis ts  or  unchurched,  while  some were Jews or  Muslims t i l l  they encountered 

his  work.  

I t  is  in teres t ing to  consider  which of  Lewis’  works  are  most  of ten  c i ted  as 

ins trumental  in  convers ions.   Mere Chris t ianity  takes  the lead by a  great  d is tance,  

wi th  The Problem of  Pain  a lso  wel l  represented.   While  the Narnia s tor ies  are 

cer ta inly widely mentioned,  they seem to  have been most  inf luentia l  in  leading 

young readers  to  Lewis’  o ther  works,  ra ther  than through their  ‘h idden Gospel’ .   I t  

is  worth  considering,  when cr i t ics  make so  much of  Lewis’  recasting of  the Chris t ian 

message in  f ic t ional  form,  that  the greatest  evangel is t ic  value of  Narnia  may be in  

encouraging readers  to  seek out  Lewis’  o ther  works.  

The book is ,  unsurpr isingly,  much more about  i ts  var ious contr ibutors  than i t  i s  

about  Lewis .   There is  a  cer tain select ion bias  in  favour  of  evangel icals  and 

Americans,  but  the book is  none the worse for  i t .   The entr ies  are  clear  and readable ,  

and suff ic ient ly  var ied  not  to  become boring or  repeti t ious.   Some note  that  Lewis  

wrote such appreciat ions himself  in  Surprised by Joy ,  where  he speaks of  the  role  of  

George Macdonald  and others  in  h is  l i fe .   Mere Christ ians  wil l  be  enjoyed by 

readers  with  in teres t  in  the  development  of  others’  l ives,  or  who feel  themselves  to  

have been deeply affected by Lewis.  
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